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«Oath was Lawfully miniſtred to'me, cauſe there was no Preſentment, 
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TR n-Fa the Oath of Attegiarice, the taker er of it ists Sirear, That this Oath is ] I] 

L | Taivflly Miniſtred to him ;. which;if bunderſtand it arigkt, has this mean- 
 *'jng,” Miniſtred according to the Law of the Land,-bydue Orderand Corſe 
v0 of the Law, and according as that] -particdlar-Statyre has Preſcribed. 

72'Phat this Oath, by verrue of theabove-mentioned Statute, —_ been 

Inthis ſerice tawflyMiniſtred to me, beſides what has been already wee Sri 

\. ff@'declared- by. me, 1 haveboth Genietal Exceptions, andSpecial Pleas, 

Xakemn fromthe Starore it ſelf, whereby to diſcoyer and demonſtrate this. ' 
'2. (The main General Exception is; Thit-3 Zac. 4. was particularly; ex- 
rg timiredly, andre {trainedly, deſigned anddeclared: fo be madeagainſt : 
FÞ/Recufants; and not againſt Proreſtant Diſſenters;; whereas although : 
"Pin tn a'Proteft axe Diſſenter, - yetl am not a Popsſh Recuſant : Of this F have | k 
6 veiſufficrent Teſtimony in Preaching, in Printing; and inPrattiſing. - 
|  »112 Fs nowabour Seveity andeight Years ſihce that Statute was Enacted; 
. (an@ in" ſo long a facceſſion. of Years, there are great Alterations im many 
weighty, mater:al and efficient Cauſes, Forms, and Ends, beſidesother Cir- / 
camftances relating to Oaths;. in.an Age or-Apges: of fuch growing Fight, 
hitch 'do- much, vary and difference-Caſes)-: The: Cauſe-or Occaſion of : Ez 
makin; g that Law, was the PF Pomder-Plot, as 1s eſpecially exprelſed! in | * 
the Preamble. | 
. | TheETitle of the At, is, An a for Diſcovering and Repriſſ ing Popiſh | 
Reviſarts. | 
 ThePreimble doth declare chis At: to be deſigned and intended 2 gainf 
Popifh Rerufants: *'*. + 
Ft whoſe purportof it all along, i is mainly, if -not only, ro Retifprce 
the* Acts rhen in, being againſt opsſh Recuſants 3 ſomeof ſuch-coming to 
Ghiltch wid hearing Divine Service, - (as that Law phraſerk;- it) tofave the 
ies. inthe firmer AQts, and yet continuing Papit/Rtill in their hearts; 
fore'by this A@ they were further required-ro take the Sacrament-- 
| ber kinds, rhe Wine as well as theBread) once a year, under ſeveral, 
. Penwlries foreach years refuſal; 201, forthe firſt years refuſal ; 40 7: for 
rh Xevond yedr.; 60... for: every years refuſal afterwards. | © + 
eexpreſs Words: of this Act throughonr, are againſt Popiſh Recultrits, 
A@chofe who Adhere ja their. Hearts to the Popiſh Religion, by infeions 
| mthe wicket: 9} deviliſk;Counfel of Jeſuits, Semibaries, &e.” who - 
t25dy to Enterrain"and Extcite their Treaſonable: Conſpiraties'and 
ves. _ (I never was, neither. ag I the'nian.infefted with any of 'theſe / 
_ grofsund dangerous Errors and Corruptions, either in Principle orifPra-. 
dr See eps Reeond, third, And fourth aver of that noo des and « 
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| Deſign of theſe Statutes, by the Judgment and Yote of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. (where are uſually tnany able Lawyers Members :of that Houſe) on 


this very Caſe; Die Sabbathi (Note in the way, That the Law of England 
doth ownand acknowledge no other day of the Week to be indeed and pro- 
perly the week! Sabbath-day,, but only.the ſeventh,' which is the laſt day 
1n' every Week) Sexto Novemb. Amuno 1685. Reſolved, .Nemine urea | 
cente, not ſo much as any one of the whole Houſe then met contradi&i 
Thatit is the Opinion of this Houſe, That the Ats of Parliament: made 
inthe Reign of Queen El;zaberb and King Famer, againſt Popiſh Recifins, 
ought nottobe Extended againſt Proteftanr Diſlenters,. If Judges and.Ju+ 
ſtices' will give forth their. Qpinion;. ah accordingly'Execute quite con- 
trary-to this Declared. Judgment of that whole Houſe of Conpmonty: let; 
them bear with. me, if rather incline to-their Interpretation of -thelt 
Laws, than to the Opinion of any one ſingle Judge, 'or tdan whole Beach 
of Judges and Juſtices at a Seſſions, - contrary to what. is ſo plainand expreſs 
fo the yery Letter of the Law. Atleaſt, this can be no- proper matter. of 
an Oath for me ro ſwear, to, that it is lawfully Miniſtred to me, 'whilit 1 


| have the concurtent, -unanimous Judgment of -ſuch and-of fo many to: the 


contrary, beſides the plain Grammartical-ſenſc in ſelf-evidencing and expreſs 
Words and Phraſes; neither ſhall 1 intangle or wound my Conſcience,..or 
diſturb my- inward Peace. 3 awith ſuch Spares and Fetters, whatever F may 
ſuffer frommen. - - 

There are alſo ſeveral other Sections in that Statute, which do demot- 
ſtrate it to turn'irs Edge againſt Popiſh Recaſants.: the 2 ch: Seftionag 


_" expreſly mentioneth, Superſtition, and Popsfb Religion, and Relief of ;Je- 
- ſuits, Seminaries, Popiſt Prieſts. The 17th Seftion: doth. declare againſt 


Travellers to ſerve foreign Princes, perverted intheirReligion-and Loyalty 
by Jeſuits; and Fugitives, '&c. This is Expreſs in the ſame Seftion,an the 
Bond, 'or Condition of that Bond, Required of thoſe who take: any Mili- 
tary Office under a foreign Prince ; 1t provides againſt :being Reconciled: - 
to the Pope; or Seeof Rome, &c. "(This is-no Caſeat alioff mine; :1.gei- 
ther. Travel, nor ſeek ſuch Office, nor ſhall ever be Reconciled tothe vſur- 
ping Pope, The Anomous One, or'to Popiſh Blaſphemies, Heriſtes, 1do- 
latries, er Prophanelles. The 19th Setion' is in; expres words. —_ 
thoſe, who Reconcileany Subject upon, or beyond the C25, tothe'Po 
Thelike may be found in SeCt. 20,21. © wo 

The yery next At, 3:7ac. 5. has this Title, An # to prevent ard. ay 
Dangers which may grow by Popiſh Recuſants, Which is 2 further pragk 
de6igning thoſe Laws only quia lpebyrhat, if ane Statute did not © Eac, 
them, or take hold of them, yet anather might. . 

. The Particular Exception, or Speciab Plea, + Is, That there vie. 266 
Pre-xequired Things, before the Tender of. this Oath; :none none of which, 


. that lknow; or have heardof, have been obſerved in my Gaſe,.:: 


pho Fnorth. Section of 3 Far. 4- doth Require, That the Ghurch- 
Wardens and: Conſtables, ſhall. Preſent: the monthly abſence of all-Zopsſ | 

: and this Act doth not bind them to Preſent. y butduch. ::1am 

altogether excluded ourbf. Fe PERAREE ous and there ENDS. 
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"Af it be obje&ted in Se. 15. which is that SeQtion which doth imme- 
-djately follow the Oath, that no Indiftment or lndictments, ſhafl at any 
thn ; Sexco# be avoided, diſcharged or reverſed, by reaſon of any de- 
faultin form, orlack of form, or other defeft whatſoever (other than by 
dire& Traverſe to the point of not coming to. Church, or not receiving 
the Sacrament). whereof ſuch perſon or pexſons (Pop:;ſh Recuſants ſtill 
hath been or ſhall be indited, but the ſame [nditment ſhall ſtand in force, 
and be proceeded upon, any ſuch default of form, or other defet whatſo- 


eyer notwithſtanding. | | 

+ ''Fhave-not feed any Counſelour at Law upon this, as not upon other 
points, in my Defence, neitber have any of them given me Advice herein 
without a Fee: That little time which 1 have ſpent in my. own Caſe, 
fince 1-have beent fo handled at the Bar in Seſſions, gives me light enough 
whereby to fee, that if Men concerted in theſe Penal Statutes, did but 
exerciſe their own Reaſon in ſtudying of ſuck Laws -ſo far as their Cafe is 
concerned in them, they might; were a fair hearing allowed them in Court, 
earincngly enough plead in therr own defence. ' _ 

"My Anſwer ſecretly ſuggeſted tome, is, that this Objeftion doth plain- 
ly {eaves that an\IndiAtment muſt p before the preſſing of. the Oath ; 
which: courſe has not been taken in the proceed againſt me : All the Prok&- 
cations in this Caſe: muſt expreſly be upon Inditment or Indi&tments, 
Set. 16.. the default in Form, or lack of Form, &c. doth relate to a pre- 
cedinvg Indictment.  , . A (a0 ITE SS abd 
"*Further, This Indidment muſt be to the point of not coming th Church, 
atid not receiving the Sacrament : neither has this method been taken in 


»© 1:4 


37 he In all my Appearingsat the Seſſfions-Bar, this Queſtion, is: that. 


ichfrom firſt toktl as been thrown out before me, Will you take the - 


Oath of Allegiance, or not? Not. 'Have you, will you come .to Church 
and receive the Sacrament ? 7 Bee Sea pgs a 
” There has been no dire& Traverſe to thoſe particular points of not 
coming to Church, or not. receiving the Sacrament. Theſe were never 


concerning my Anſwer.to that Queſtion, Guilty , or Not Guilty ? Any 


intelligent *hearer, and ſerious conſiterer of what 1 returned by way or 


Replythereunto at the Bar, or who.has read the Account | have ſince given 
of that-matter,” may diſcern, that 1 declared their Queſtion to be a Fallacy 

XF * ndny Queſtions, which no one Anfwwer could reach the ſeveral Particu- 
. lars contained therein ;* for: there was the matter. of fatt in its if by 
Guilty,” they meant, Whether 1 would take it ?-ln this part of -thamatter 

fa@,; it was true, That 1 did not take it as they miniſtred it untome : 
But that as they reprefented and worded it in the Indictment, asif ir-had 
been an Obſtinate Refuſal, and with, and for ſuch and ſuch bad Defgns 
Ad | | h B . and 


ſpecified or expreſfed- in my Caſe. As for what did paſs at the laſt Seſſions, 
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-, this matter of 'Right' is the Law of "'theLand \ | | 
__  ſubmic to3-and to complywith; even a5to'this, T{MHff apprehend, that't 
. am illepally and unrighteouſly dealt” with by their own! Laws' and' Riile; 
- my One and Only Rule © , and 
- of-Frath, by which alone Judges themſetves muſt ſhortly be Judged, and 1 
' ought tobe Judged now and ſhall be hereafter, by this'Rule I am cleare4 
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and ſo Guiltineſs not is upon me. ”' As for that which I'Owb f6r- 
t Faith, Worſhip, and Life, th Holy Scriptures 


}n theCourt of God, and'of Conſcience So that whatever the Clerks, at 
the direCtion df the Judge, do'ſer down in their Books of Record, I intend 
no ſuch matter as a Traverſe, whereby to. refer it to the opinion of any 
Jaries; I wholly & only reſign up my ſelf & cauſe to betryed anddetermin'd 
by Chrift the Holy Juſt Judge, and by his Word the Right unerring Rule. 


 Sothata Traverſe is'in noother ſence to be extorted from me, as granted- 


by me, then as Thavedeclared;expreſled and explained'in what is afirmed 
and in what is denied, as to the point of the Indiftment, OG 
Whatever the Forms of men be, I muſt keep to the Form of ſound words 


in.the Holy Scriptures of Truth. | If thoſe at the Bench do ask-me whether 


'T be guilty or not guilty, in not taking of this Oath under thoſe ciraum- 


ſtances, as it has been tendred unto me by vertue 3 Facob 4. I can anſwer, 
1 am not Guilty of any Crime in not ſo king it,becauſe it was not lawfully 
miniſtred unto me according' to' that Statute, which Statute is not to be 
extended toa Proteſtant Dillenter, being only enacted againſt” Popih Re-. 
cuſants, and there 'having''been no foregoing Preſentment, Indictment, * 
Convittion, nor' more private tender of the Oath before ig was brought. 


Into apen'Seſlions, 2nd yet that Oath requiring me. ro Swear that it hath 


been lawfully miniſtered unto me: Thus'alſb if it were demanded of me; 
whether I were guilty -or not guilty, in not taking of this Oath upon the 
Judges and Juſtices declaring it tobe Law, that whoever took this Oath 


. was thereby bound to go to Common-Prayer-Book-Service, to.partake of 


 Law-Makers in requiring a Politive Anſwer. to. one.gr other of thelpg que: 


the Sacrament, as by the Law in thar teſpe&-it doth require, to gong 
more to Conventicle Meetings, and'to obey all the Kings Laws,. or Laws 
of the Eind* I cananſiwer, I amnot guilty of any Criine, in not ſo takiog. 
the Oath: upon ſuch an interpretation 3 becauſe, did rake it upon thoſe 
Terms, it would be ſin inme' many waies.” Did the Queſtions .tura EX< 
preſly punCtually vpon thoſe Points of theLaw, I could give a downright 
expreſs Anſwer. I obſerve in Tome parts of their aw, thaz they keep 
trictly to ſuch an. Expreſſion in ſore Indidtments andotherwaies,.;/. I wo 
Neceſlary to keep ſtrictly to This or That Poiat in Law, otherways it is 
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not yalid;. And 'my Apprehenſions are, that this was the intent.of r 


3" }f 


= ©: 


ſtions, Gvilty, or not. Guilty?” "Upon a ſuppoſition, that. the IndiQment 


did turn upon ſotne one ſingle Point and Queſtion: As if. a Murther be 
ed 'fo | aFk'q 
Guilty, or not Guilty : If he were not the, Murtherer, he may..} edily 


commited, ard a perſon'be TndiQtcd for this; theyueltion being 


_ * - anſwer, not gvilty : if he were the murtherer, be ora FFLOg. willing to 


giveGlory unto God by confelling, Anſwer, Guilty, andT;give up mg Iite 
ro Jalkice,” the Juſt Jadge' of 2l{. having paſled this tence io BAAROrd » 
Whoſo ſheddeth mans blood, by man ſhall bis Blood be ſbed-;” and if «luod bt de: 
file a wit h Blozd, it cannot be cleanjed, nk, Ax blood of y im wh a =: 2550 bs 
axeit blood' Jehovah Elohim will nor pards 


of nor paramas to this, thelife of the Guilty 
Rm —_— it, 'Thus'if Goods beſtoln from a man, and'one TlefEedabe 
indited'fot jr, and"the Queſtion be put to him, Guilty, or not Guilty ? 
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jon ſet. down in Chriſt's. Word, jor if 1havener wherewith; to make-full 
Girefaction. + Jet,me be: ſpld- for amends. Theſe Caſes are' clear, z but, 
where the matter is of ſuch varions mixed matter. and of contrary natures 
and kinds, one anſwer. cannot reach- them all.. Put it into other inftances, 
and a Child of ten years of age may diſcover theFallacy : Ak ſuch 2 Child, 
, are Menand Beaſts reaſonable Creatures,or arethey. not ? Anſwer one way 
or. other; The Child will anſwer,Menare reaſonable Creatures,bnt Beaſts 
are-not reaſonable Creatures. - As& him,are Snow.and Coal,white.or Black? 
Anſwer expreſly in one anſwer,” arethey the ons or the other-} The young 
Lad will Reply, the Snow is White; but the Coal is Black; Any other 


anſwer, but by thus i would be in part true, and in-part falſe. 
I would refer this Matter to the Judgment and Conſcience of-any ſober, 


judicious Pagan, whether in this matter, 1 have not ſpoken and adted, ac- 
cording to the common reaſon of all Mankind. Much more ſhould it be 
allowed me in En2land, who ama free born Engliſh-man, and. much more 
yet. in a Court 'where Chriſtianity is owned, and where I am required to 
ſwear -ypon the true Faith of a Chriſtian. - - - - 

n Oath, - where duly adminiſtred, and neceſſarily required, and where 
it 1s otherways lawful in the whole, and-i icnall the parts of it, is yet ſo ſo- 
lemn an Invoking of, and Appeal to, the moſt high Fehovah e/£lohim, that 


the {wearer has need to revolve: it over and over ſeven times ( Shabang, 


Shebang , Shebugnah , fo is ſomewhat of the Hebrew ſignificancy) in his 
heart, and mind, 'with the moſt ſerious Meditations throughly to conſider 
of ir, before he take an Oarh. : And the more nowby thoſe, who have any 
tender ſence of God's honour, -and due regard to their own inward 

How common is Curſing and Swearing, Blaſſheming, and SeJf- [ending 
in the Mouths -6f who knows how many Thouſands in London every day ? 
The very Air in the Street'is corrupted by it with its frequent Belchings 
from the bottomleſs'Pit. Yet when almoſt is there any Penalty inflicted 
upon ſuch black- -rguth'd Darers of the Juſt and Jealous God, to his very 
face? and even in Courts of: Juſtice, as they would be named and called, 
A Spiritual Difcerner may ſee not; only how Caſtomary and Formal; bur 


how. Icreverend and Prophane, how Atheiſtical and Infidel is: the manner | 


with divers in giving and taking of Oaths with a ſlopped New-Teſtament 
in; their Mouths ? *But if one who feareth Fehowah, and who feareth an 
Oath comes before ſome Under-Officers, then it often is,. Tender him the 
Oath { Will you ſwear ? Bid him"take the Oath : If not, then, Clerk; 
make his Mittimms ; Take him, Jaylor 3 Away with him 3 ARebel; ;A Se: 

tous Perſon. I- well remember, in my own Caſe, about twenty years 


a ſen ſeveral Juſtices were requiring me to take an Oath, one of 
them ſet a great Bible before me; wherein was the Common Prayer bound up'- 
with it, who-would have had me ſwear by the -Contents of that Book ; [' 


ted the Trap, and opening theBook, found the Cemmen Prayer there, 
and Io eſcaped the Enare. Heave theReader to make 4 Comment upon it. 


1 am further credibly informed, That lately, an Oath to.anſwervunto whar 


Dee ogations' ſhonld: be acked of them, was required by an Officer tobe 


raken by one'or two Conyentiglers,which i ina fright they did take: where-' 
GL He denanded of them, by yertue' of that Oath, to tellthem the 


of ttoſe whom they remembred to/have been at that Conventicle : 2 


ng not only to be ſetf-accuſers, but farther toatt the Devil's 


-*6 far in'being accuſers of their Brethren: Whether this is tending 
and runging itwerefit' to-be confidered;/ and the more for that the Oath, 
ex Officio, is laid atide by Law. | Further 


ay Anſ) guilty-5; 11 he arete/ thes Thief  he- : 
Jaſtifie.Th bh ray uſer ne ra df heats het EN oy 
ailty,; $ Lam-ready. to makeRefſtityrion;zatcording to GpRropor” | 
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The lcon- 
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. Jf this be a true interpretation, and. right declaration of the compre- 
: henfive meaning-of this Oath,. and if Judges'at the Bench mult be under- 


by 


of branded yg rweey's aZtually do conform to, :and-comply with all ' 


IJ Worſhip, -though neverſo Spiritual, andGlorious, and: Heavenly, where 
theother.isnot/ uſed/in a pulick A(embly,. whether it; be according to the 
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cept-to require Obedience,. nor Promiſe.to encourage: Faith, but prohibj: 
tioa to bid fear not to touch with-it, what good firm ground can the actud 

Zonformer:to it, reſort unto, eſpecially under the Obligation! of -2 S6lawil 
Oath, from whence to oy 9 either afſiſtance from the holy-ſpirit, or mE 


_  diationby,. through and 


for the Lotd Jeſus Chriſt, or acceptance with the 

Father,or ableſling from the One-Jehovah-Eſſencein theſe three ſuſiſtences? 

But-enough-of. this; For -it-may be, thebare Asking of ſuch Queſtions Will. 

be adjudged Criminal by ſome; + a wo ES; 

4 - - If the takingof this Oath-woyld further take me;off fromthe Exerciſe of 
my Miniſterial Office in Public Aſſemblies-peaceably met,managed, and dif- 

mulled,in order tothe converſion of finners,and edification of believers, un- 

leſs + uſe the-ſer. humane Forms-jof- impoſed. Worſhip, -l muſt fil-be-agor- 

raker of it, and muſt expoſe my ſetf,if |-had-liberty , to the Penalties threats 


-  _ ned againſts Proceſtox Dillenter.. 1 magnifix my Office, though alrogetber: 
__- - unworthyofit: WIOTME Call thereunto. is, /1 ej: wi given an. 
ny : :Þ & You 3 - i: £þ t: 1; ? 4 wy "416, 
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Fierce t0 obey. all the King's Laws, or Laws of the Land ,. eipecially if 
active conforming, Obedience be. that which 15 required and expected, [ 
bavealready centred my Diſſent and Exception un this Paper,;a3 to ſome of 
theſe particular Laws z although there be divers other of thoſe Laws, 
which fince my Impriſonment at. Newgate I have had oppertunity to in- 
quire more narrowly into, and am altogether dulatisfied about. 

Of what comprehenſive unlimited latitude, the Laws mentioned, are, 
I1caanot determine, whether :it take in all the Laws of uſe in thiskaud, 
 Common-Law, Statute Law,, Civil-Law,, Canon-Law, Univerfity-Law, 

Corporation-Law, or what Laws elſe, ſo'far as I may be conſtrued and 
imterpreted- to be concerned in them... That Man's Gullet muſt bewary 
wide, who can ſwallow all this big Pltm, at one go-down, without being, 
choaked with the Stone. TT” 


. FF this be undertaken by any to be anſwered thus, That it. mattereth 


nothing what the four Judgesand the other Juſtices at the Beach did openly 
declare to be Law, andthe intendment of the Law-in this Oath, as if the 


Statute and Oath meant no ſuch thing : let ſuch, if they will, debate the 
Caſe with thoſe who have ſo at the Seflions declared their Opinion to be * 


the | Matter of Right, For although- Judges do ſometimes vary in:their 
Judgments about the Sence and Obligation of ſome particular Law, and 


"EO 


Sir Edward Coke himfelf, in his Books of Entries and Reports, does ſeveral . 


Times at the.cloſe of fome weighty Caſe in point of Law, ſend. the Reader 


.off, to a further reſearch, Without ſatisfaCtion or reſolution, with a Seek 
Further, Inquire more ; which is one Reaſon with me, for which I cannot 


ſwear to Obey all thoſe Laws, which are ſo crooked, ſo uncertain a Rule, 


-made by Fallible-lying-Man : yet I would it' were more narrowly and 
'thorowly conſidered in the preſeat Caſe, what ground there may be in 
their Law, for ſuch a ſenſe as was declared at the Bench. | 


"This Oath of Allegiance, 3 Fac. 4. is expreſly, 7 Fac.c. 6. called, The 


Oath of Obedience to the King ; which, if k apprehend its ſence, is 
according to the Laws; and how far, and no farther, that word, Obe- 


'Gience, - doth reach, let it be reſearched. Beſides, this very Statute of 


3. Fac.4- it the very Preamble of it doth expreſly declare, its intent not 
to. be ſatisfied with the bare taking of the Oath, -unlefs alſo the. Popiſh Re- 
£ufants did go to'Common-Prayer ; neither was that-enough, -unlefs they 
did alſo partake of the Sacrament in both kinds, as the Law required and 


appointed /;- which in that day was the Diſcrimirating Teſt, whereby to 


Diſcover a Papiſt from a. Proteſtent,, the Bread, or a Wafer -only being 
Allowed to the. People, and the Wine only to the Prieſt ; whereas Prore- 
ers by Principle and Prattice too, when they dopartake of the Lord's 
Sypper,dopartakeof both Bread and Wine ; which is alſo a further proof, 
that that Statuteis not tc be extended unto Proteſtants, being only deſigned 
roman 2 Paps#, and preſent him to open view. 1f a Popiſh Recuſant 
did not then conform, he was'to be Preſented, Indifted, and Convicted, 
and the Indiftment muſt be expreſs to the: Poime of not Coming ro Church, 
nd not Partaking of the Sacrament. The Statute of 7 Fac. 6. which is an At 
intituled, 4 Ai? who ſhall rake the Oath of Obedience to the King, and by 


| whom it ſhall be Miniftred, and within what time ; in the laſt Seftian-but twogit , 


isexprelly required, that the Oath of Allegiance be taken according to the 
Tenor and Ec: of the ſaid nora mr ory in the Statute of 1 Fac. 4- 
and withal, that there be a Prefſentment, Inditment, and Conviction, 
for not coming to Church, and-not receiving'of the holy Communion 
and Sacrament. As for an Obligation to go no more to- Conventicles, 1 
Wd in the Book of Oaths, and the Foveen Forms of them; both Ancient 
an 
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 &bſolgte;Scvereign;and Supream,over all; all Power anid-Autborityboth in 


Hemvenand-on-Earth, -belngſetledon' bins by Donation: from his. Father, 
and by the Anointing' by-his:|Holy: Spirit, bp-xertue of his Mediatoral, 


Office 5 44arch.' 28; 18, 19, 200+ Fob 51/22, 23,27» 643: 3. &177 2. 


Whoever ſhall bring a DoQtrin:quite contrary-to this Right .of . my only: 
EORD and- Saviour, though 'be ſhould-come 4n the Form, as of an Angel 
of Lightifrom Heaven, or as of -aParly he is not tobeentertained by me,' 
but to be declared againſt asan'Arvachemas, -I dare. not hold Church-Com-' 
munion -with: him, for, What were this, but'with loud Acelamation; to 
fet up'a Sovereign Lo1d God;'itheRope-? - Whereas that Royal Proclania- 
non-, which: Chriſt*s Special Embaſſadors ;-.Heralds ,- and*Cryers , maſt 
come forth: with now towards the :Latter-day-glory, is openly to-declare, 


hat the Goodheeft of all meer hnmane fleſh,is but-as withering eraſs,and yy 


fading flower,:a blaſt fromthe Spirit being upon it; -{0 far as-ir dottrextol 


i--Telf againſt him, or above him” or equallywith him, and&doth ftand-in | 


camperition with him,-and.is indirett oppoſition againſt hityz and Chriſt 
and; his Word 'are' alone to. be exalted in-this Day, he-andit living and 
abiding for ever, 1/a.-2. 11, 12517. & 14. 9--17. & 40.6,7, 8. 1 Pet. 1. 
2352425. Kev.11. 15. :Thedue Order of the Depending Links in the 


Golden Chainof the Two.Decalogical Ta, containing Fehovah Alo-- 


bim's' holy;. juſt and- good Laws of the Ten Words, this ſhould not be 
either [nverted or Perverted : The firſt Command- of the Second Table, 
ſhould not be ſet-above, beyond, or before the four foregoing Precepts of 
the'Firſt Tzble :. Man muſt come lower; and not exalt- or extol himſclf 
equally with, much leſs above, beyond; or before Fchovah £Elohim.- The 
- firſt and great Commandment js, -Zhow. ſhalt love the LORD thy God with al 
th: beart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, and with atl thy ſtrength : 
The ſecond is bur like unto it, Thow fbdlt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, 


© 


Matth. 22. 36 -40.. Luke 10. 25--28.” © \ | 


In ſhort, He who'will ſpare ſe much time as to Read over 2littlefote- | 


mentioned Treatiſe, called, The Book of Oaths, which doth contain little, 
or nothing elſe, but ſeveral Forms of Oaths, (where the Expreſſions often 
are, Fo jwear ro Obey all the Laws, and in all and: every thing and things ; ag 
ſometimes, All. manner of Statutes, Laws and Ordinances, Made -or to be 
MAfade.)) And will- further examine the Oaths of Canonical Obediences, 
the Oaths of Geleages, - Halls, Oniverſities, and ſeveral other Corporations, 
with what other Oaths do relate to Dignified, Officers and Degrees, if he 
read coniderately, with an-obſervingeye, to the Matter in hand, he may 
Jo Maron together which do ſelf-evidencingly demonſtrate, that 
toifwear Obedience to all the Laws of this Land, at leaſt unto thoſe Laws 
wehichdo reſpeCt their Places of Truſt, doth run into a Multitudeof Oaths. 
Jet thoſe whoſe carnal compliances do put them on upon ſigning of a cau- 
TonaryBond, lay this maxe to heart ; for they, thereby, voluntarily give 
their. hand, (See 1 Chron; 29..24. in the gin). to Obey all the King's 
Laws, all the Laws of the Chyych, which was a Bond framed and formed 
In times of groſs: Pepery,, and was upon a Suppolition of an After-Aftual 
Conformity to all the Idolatrovus, Superſtitious Laws, by thoſe who had 
- fworn Blind Allegiance and Obedience to the Pope their Supream Head. 
And { take notice of a further Paſſage, in the Inditment of one Thomas 
De'Lawn, (now a Priſoner in Newgate) at the laſt Seſſions ; that being 
Accuſed for Writing, and -cauſing. to be Printed, ſomewhat againſt the 
Book'of Common-Prayer, his Crime from thence, laid to his charge, is, That 
he hath, in ſo. doing,. gone contrary to his due Allegiance, and againſt the 
Crown and Dignity of the King, for which he is Fined ; And if ſo, I cannot 
foreſee what by the new Grammer: of the Times, may be ſo conſtrued 
againſt me, if I did take this Oath. - von 
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th, having Dominiog-overit, as-to.8 taking, oracc taking of it, it 
cing in that reſpec} ſubjected to me, which no-man canforce vpon me, 
but 3. mult be. my-own-vglumtary AQ, or Refitſal, '1. cannot therefore, as 
ſo Illegally Minjſtred,-and ſo Judicially Incerpreted,' take it, bur-multin 


compoſe hole Mag, toaready Taking up, and willing pr ay, my 
further Croſs, Glorying: therein in thus following of my Lord and } 
Men'hoving been reſolyed upon it, to put me out of the Protedtion of Man, 
as Laws, and to ms under Confiſcatians ard Impriſonents ; 
hrilt has ſecured me of ty beieg_the- more under his Special Care-and 
Cuſtody, be hath promiſe&;me an hundred fold more now; and Eternal 


Life in the Beſt-World, -anda Liberty of Glory with Himſelf, withFather, 


San, .2nd Holy Spirit ; The whole of this Caſe, iſſteth into this Sweer 
dedntation , Holy;Reſolution ,. and Free Self-Refignation: ;: Jehovah :my 

«£obirs himſelf, do with me, and for me,and by me, or ſuffer others go do 
2gainſt me, what ſeemeth Good in His Eyes. . TERTTY : 3 
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From Newgate-Priſan ; where Iom- 
preſonment, with ther former Impri- | 
fn: in ether Goals, fer the ſake 
of Chrift andhic- þ 


wp Ten compleat Years ; AltheG! | | 
' - Seto Him! vonlgaly Er ages = 
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lo ſumm therefore, 1 beings Neb, 6. 18. Bagnal Shebugnah, Lord of an 
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ſter,. 


—_ Francis Bampfield.” 


